
Introduction: Increased attention is being given to the 

September 2010 beatification of Cardinal John Henry 
Newman. The official papal visit website 
(www.thepapalvisit.org.uk/2010-Visit) reports that 
Pope Benedict XVI will visit England where he will 
lead a prayer vigil and beatify Cardinal Newman. For 
decades Passionists have proudly celebrated the fact 
their own Blessed Dominic Barberi (1792-1849) 
received John Newman into the Catholic Church in 
Littlemore, England on October 9, 1845. This essay, 
researched and written by the staff of the Passionist 
Historical Archives, employs documents found within 
the PHA's collections. It jumps ahead almost 100 years 
to 1941 to show that, in fact, another Passionist, Father 
Alfred Cagney (1872-1941), played an essential part of 
the Newman canonization story. Most importantly, it 
adds depth and needed historical accuracy to a 
statement on the papal visit website that it was, “an 
American Dominican, Fr Charles Callan, who brought 
the question of Newman’s sanctity out into the open in 
an article in America magazine in 1941.” In fact, Father 
Cagney proved to be an inspirational figure in the cause 
to canonize Cardinal Newman.  

- The Editor 

 
Father Cagney’s inspiration about John Cardinal 

Newman 

During his early years in the Passionist seminary and 

later as a Passionist priest, Father Alfred Cagney read, 
studied and appreciated the writings of John Cardinal 
Newman (1801-1890). Cagney, over the years, became 
attracted to Newman’s interior spirit and image of 
sanctity.  
 
In August of 1941, Father Cagney had read in the Jesuit 
magazine America about Jesuit Father Daniel M. 
O'Connell's own interest in the life of Cardinal 

N e w m a n .  A f t e r 
discovering this, Cagney 
had what he would later 
call, “an inspiration.” It 
was simple plan, and 
Cagney wrote O’Connell 
on August 26 with the 
suggestion that the Jesuit 
should, “start a church 
wide drive of prayer for 
the Cardinal Newman 
canonization.” This was 
because O’Connell was 
so familiar with the life 
and works of Newman as evidenced in the 
aforementioned magazine. 
 
On August 28, Cagney received a reply in which 
O'Connell declined his suggestion. In fact, O’Connell 
had previously rejected fellow Jesuit James J. Daly’s 
attempt to recruit him for the same task. O’Connell 
respectfully made clear to Cagney his reason not to be 
the Newman promoter. Then, O’Connell issued a 
challenge to Cagney:  
 

While I thank you for suggesting that I should 
be the Promotor of his cause, I fear that it 
would not get very far. I have always been on 
the side of ‘lost causes’... What would you 
think of writing an open letter to America on 

the general subject? 
 
O’Connell, with his knowledge and interest in 
Newman’s importance, was directly suggesting to 
Father Cagney that since it was he who made the 
suggestion that Newman be canonized, then it should 
be he who should write an open a letter to America 
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magazine and set a plan in action. How would Cagney 
respond? 
 
Father Cagney takes concrete action on his inspiration 

about John Cardinal Newman 

Then residing at St. Gabriel’s Monastery, Brighton, 

Massachusetts, Cagney made a strategic and very 
important decision. On October 7, 1941 he took the 
initiative to write Dominican Father Charles J. Callan 
(1877-1962), editor of the Homiletic and Pastoral 

Review. In the letter, the Passionist offered details about 
his exchange of letters with Daniel O’Connell, 
acknowledging that both men were in agreement as to 
the importance of the Newman cause. He even cited 
O’Connell’s response as, “the quintessence of 
sweetness.”  
 
Moreover, O’Connell acknowledged how happy he had 
been to receive Cagney’s letter, emphasizing his point, 
“especially as [regards] the prayer that Card. Newman 
might be raised to the altar [of sanctity].” 
 
Cagney further explained to Callan that, “For years I 
have been praying in my daily Mass for the canonization 
of Cardinal Newman and Mother Seton.” He was 
persuasive, humble, complimentary and even 
challenging in order to get Callan behind the Newman 
cause: 
 

Now, dear Fr. Callan, I have not yet answered 
Fr. O’Connell but I mean to tell him that I am a 
nobody and would not know how to write such a 
letter whereas the man who starts this 
movement, with hope of arresting attention 
should be of weighty name known nationally or 
better internationally. Then came my second 
thought (which according to a proverb is often 
wiser) that the man who writes the review of Dr. 
O’Brien’s book [editor's note: Callan had 
reviewed Cardinal Newman, Scholar of Oxford 

in Homiletic and Pastoral Review Vol. 39: 50] is 
the providential man and the review itself, 
sounding as it does like a legitimate anticipation 
of the Church’s judgment, printed in millions of 
leaflets, would be a most powerful slogan in 
promoting the holy cause. 

 
Born in Ireland, Cagney then played his nationalistic 
Irish card, saying, “Another thought came to me and it is 
that poor England as she expiates her national crimes 
today needs her great Son, John Henry Newman on her 
altars… Please don’t let me down but (using your own 
words) do this great service to the Church and to the 

world.” 
 
On October 10, 1941, Cagney indeed sent his response 
to O’Connell, “Your suggestion that I write a letter to 
America at first tickled my vanity but when I was forced 
to reflect that I am a nobody and would not know how to 
write such a letter, whereas the man who starts a 
movement for the canonization of Cardinal Newman 
should have such weight to his name as will arrest 
universal attention.” 
 
However, this was no cop-out. In that same October 10 
letter, Cagney made a specific suggestion to O’Connell 
that Dominican Father Callan was, in fact, the better 
person to compose the letter. Cagney strengthened his 
case by reporting to O’Connell that he had actually 
proposed the idea to Callan. And if America agreed, 
then the Dominican, “would be willing to write this 
letter.” 
 

Father Cagney and Callan cooperate to promote the 

Newman cause in America magazine 

Events continued to keep pace. Earlier, on October 8, 

Callan had given a positive response to Cagney’s 
proposal, “I should be happy to do anything I could 
towards having Cardinal Newman raised to the altar and 
declared a Doctor of the Church.” Callan then asked 
Cagney to let O’Connell know that the Dominican was 
willing and just wanted the official permission. On 
October 20, Cagney received news that O’Connell 
agreed that Callan should write an, “open letter to 
America urging the canonization of our beloved Card. 
Newman.” While O’Connell stated that the Jesuit editor 
of America, Father Francis X. Talbot, was waiting to 
receive the letter from Callan, whom he trusted to 
complete the assignment, Cagney was charged with the 
important task of issuing the formal invitation on behalf 
of America. 

 
Cagney agreed, and on October 22 wrote to Callan, “I 
ask you to inaugurate this holy movement which I am 
sure will have God’s blessing upon it and besides will 
bring a blessing on your Reverence.” Cagney also 
included the specific suggestion that Callan, “embody 
[in the letter] as much of your ‘review’ as possible.” 
 
On November 10 Cagney received a copy of Callan’s 
letter to America. By November 11 Cagney wrote 
Callan: 
 

[My] hat went into the air for joy that I was the 

(See “Cagney” continued on page 5) 
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Editor’s note: During the January 2010 semester, The 

Passionist Historical Archives was pleased to cooperate with 

University of Scranton Professor of History Roy Palmer 

Domenico, Ph.D. and provide a college credit study 

internship for Mr. Josh Malone. In preparation for his 

experience, Josh was sent some literature on the wide variety 

of material in the historical collection. Upon his arrival, Josh 

decided to investigate the Passionist military chaplains during 

World War II. We are proud to publish a slightly edited 

version of his reflection paper written for Dr. Domenico. 
 

During the week of the 25th of January 2010, I 

undertook an internship at the Passionist Historical 
Archives (PHA) in Union City, New Jersey. As an 
undergraduate student of International Affairs at the 
University of Scranton, this internship provided me with 
more than just college credit. This internship in fact 
provided me with learning experiences from a historical 
archive that I probably would not have found from a 
regular college course or textbook. 
 
Under the guidance of historian and director of the PHA, 
Father Robert Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D, I had the 
opportunity to explore first-hand accounts and reactions 
to worldwide historical events through the eyes of the 
Passionist Congregation. The writings and actions of the 
priests, in particular, caused me to study history in a 
different light than before. Their documents made me 
realize how important archives are in the study of 
history. The archive then is not simply a symbol of the 
rich heritage of Passionist missionary work throughout 
history. Rather, the archive also symbolizes the 
Passionists’ persistence to teach Christ’s love in an ever-
changing world. 
 
Other offices at the Passionist ministry site in Union 
City also offered me valuable educational experiences 
during my internship. First, Mrs. Darlene Lisotta, Donor 
Relations Associate in the Passionist Development 
Office, spoke to me about how a religious organization 
such as the Passionists functions and supports itself. 
Second, Sister Mary Ann Strain, C.P., a Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGO) Representative of 
Passionists International, spoke to me about the role the 
Passionists play internationally. She also allowed me to 
accompany her to the United Nations for an NGO 
briefing. 

Working and discussing with Father Carbonneau, Sister 
Strain and Mrs. Lisotta demonstrated to me the role that 
archives play in preserving the past, living in the present 
and planning for the future. The Passionist Congregation 
has had a worldwide presence since Saint Paul of the 
Cross founded it in 18th Century Italy. Today, the 
Passionists continue to work internationally. 
  
The Passionist Development Office and the 2010 Haiti 

Earthquake 

The Passionist Congregation survives in today’s world 

through fundraising and the generosity of donors. These 
donors recognize the good work that Passionists do in 
the world, and Mrs. Lisotta explained to me how 
financial processes support that work. It is her busy job 
to coordinate and organize fundraising events and 
gatherings. She performs grant and donor research, and 
she makes sure to thank those who have donated.  
 
Thanks to Mrs. Lisotta’s work, the Passionists can 
afford to support their priests, brothers and other 
religious men and women and laity who are working 
throughout the world. For example, Mrs. Lisotta’s work 
provides much needed assistance in Haiti, the poorest 
nation in the Western hemisphere. Father Rick 
Frechette, C.P. continues to work in Haiti as both a 
priest and a doctor even after the recent catastrophic 
earthquake. Father Frechette struggles every day to care 
for the thousands of poor and sick children of Port-au-
Prince. These children live in dire conditions without 
any electricity, few supplies and very little clean water. 
Much of the money that Mrs. Lisotta gathers goes 
directly to support Father Frechette’s cause. In this 
sense, the Passionists' international work at home in 
Union City is very important. The efforts of Mrs. Lisotta 
help support the organization, and thanks to her direct 

Internship at the Passionist 

Historical Archives - A Personal 

Reflection 

by Josh Malone 

Left to right: Sister Mary Ann Strain, C.P., Josh Malone and 
Father Robert Carbonneau, C.P. 
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efforts, Father Frechette will no doubt earn a place in the 
archives (if he hasn’t done so already). The Haitian 
earthquake brought tremendous damage to those who 
already had next to nothing. Hopefully, the preservation 
of Father Frechette’s mission will provide evidence to 
other nations that they must help build Haiti further 
beyond what it was before the earthquake. The 
fundraising efforts of the Passionists do not just go to 
this single cause, however. The efforts also must support 
the entire Passionist organization and even the archives, 
too.  
 
Passionists International: NGO at the United Nations 

Over the course of my internship, I also came in contact 

with Passionist Sister Mary Ann Strain. Sister Strain 
works very hard on her two main projects: the Working 
Group on Girls and Passionists International. Both these 
projects work on humanitarian causes throughout the 
world. Specifically, the Working Group on Girls is a 
part of the NGO Committee on UNICEF that promotes 
the rights and status of girls around the world. 
Passionists International, an NGO in consultative status 
with the Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations, represents the Passionist Family at the United 
Nations. Passionists International works to urge 
international peace and social justice, especially 
amongst the poorest nations. With such an entity at the 
United Nations, the Passionists have a platform to make 
their voice and causes for peace, equality, and education 
heard all over the world.  
 
As an accredited NGO of the United Nations’ 
Department of Public Information (DPI), Passionists 
International attends briefings of that department. On 
Thursday, January 28th, Sister Strain allowed me to 
accompany her to one such briefing on the history of 
Moroccan Jews during World War II. This particular 
briefing informed us that in 1941, Moroccan King 
Mohammad V refused to enact the fascist French Vichy 
Government laws against Jews. The organizers of this 
briefing, called “Project Aladdin,” wanted to stress that 
both Jews and Muslims could coexist with one another. 
This project aims to inform the Muslim world about the 
Holocaust by sharing stories, such as that of Mohammad 
V, and translating works documenting the Holocaust to 
Arabic. 
 
By attending briefings on such international conflicts as 
this, Sister Strain demonstrates to the DPI that 
Passionists International supports the peaceful efforts of 
other organizations such as “Project Aladdin.” Her 
attendance also earns the Department’s respect. In April 
2010 Sister Strain provided a briefing report on the 

Working Group on Girls. Passionists International 
therefore cooperates with the United Nations to promote 
many different peaceful solutions to world problems. 
 
Research on Passionist Military Chaplains 

I spent most time of my time at the internship reading 
documents from the PHA and focused specifically on 
Passionist military chaplains during World War II 
(1941-1945). I read about some fascinating men whom I 
would consider war heroes. I read the letters of Father 
Christopher Berlo, C.P., a man of many interests and 
accomplishments. In 1940, Father Berlo built a chapel in 
Germany in the face of a hostile Nazi government. After 
the Pearl Harbor attack in 1941, Berlo enlisted as a 
chaplain in the armed forces. In his letters with the 
Passionist Provincial, Reverend Carrol Ring, C.P., who 
then resided at St. Michael’s Monastery in Union City, 
Berlo, detailed all the work he did during the war. By 
1944, the Army sent Berlo on to the Pacific Theatre, and 
his tasks included saying mass, caring for the sick and 
wounded, administering sacraments, and performing 
funerals. In one instance, Berlo heroically buried eight 
deceased American soldiers even while he was under 
fire. He quickly acknowledged that his job was anything 
but glorious, however. Filthy clothes, low rations, lack 
of sleep, illness, gun wounds and tropical storms all took 
their toll on Berlo. His letters also revealed that he faced 
racism during the War from other Americans because of 
his German ancestry. Berlo resented this racism greatly 
and acknowledged that no matter what he did to serve 
his country, some would always accuse him of being a 
spy. Berlo did not have time for such accusations, and in 
one letter he said, “I am an internationalist. My 
international experience, especially under the Hitler 
regime, has engendered in me a hatred for prejudice and 
has taught me to evaluate men by their deeds rather than 
by the foggy halo cast by ancestry.” 
 
Father Berlo shows us here that he was a Catholic man 
and ahead of his time by dismissing any racist 
ideologies. Berlo, in my opinion, represented the most 
heroic of the Passionist chaplains. Other Passionist 
World War II chaplains still deserve some recognition 
too. 
 
Father Vincent J. Conners, C.P. used sermons to boost 
the morale of soldiers. For example, in his sermon 
“Bread from Heaven,” Conners referred to the Twelve 
Apostles as Jesus’ “highest commissioned officers.” My 
favorite of Conners’ sermons used the Gospels to boost 
soldiers’ confidence. In “The Soldier’s Courage,” 

(See “Malone” continued on page 5) 
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Conners compared receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation to becoming a soldier. He argued that 
Confirmation strengthened the Catholic against the 
destruction of Divine Life. This kind of growth, 
continued Connors, is what led to the radical change in 
the Apostles during Pentecost. Likewise, Christ and the 
Apostles gave all Christians the same courage that they 
displayed in the face of death. Conners ended this 
sermon by explaining how “Confirmation strengthened 
children such as St. Agnes and St. Pancratius… they 
laughed at tyrants and cheerfully bowed their heads to 
the sword that slew them.” This message powerfully 
linked to his soldiers that the fight against tyranny in 
Europe was justified just as it was hundreds of years 
ago in the name of Christ. 
 
Father Fabian Flynn, C.P., another important Passionist 
chaplain, served during World War II in Europe. Flynn 
earned many medals during the war and wrote articles 
for the Passionist Sign magazine on the war effort. After 
the war, Flynn stayed in Europe to help and assist 
refugees that the war scattered all across the continent.  
 
Learning from Past History and Present History  

These men I read about from the PHA all had great 

stories about the war. Fortunately, the archives 
preserved these stories for anyone interested to look at. 
My experience at the PHA showed me that the archives 
record the Passionist cause and heritage throughout the 
history of the world and not just the Passionist 
organization. The Passionists’ global impact has put 
them everywhere throughout the world, from World 
War II to China’s Great Leap Forward to even the 
recent Haitian earthquake.  
 
Working with Father Carbonneau taught me other 
things about archival work and made me question the 
future of archives, too. I learned that every archive has a 
mission statement that clearly defines what one would 
find in that archive. Primarily, these archives contain 
records that document the history of St. Paul of the 
Cross Province. Therefore, the Passionist archive is first 
and foremost an archive on the Passionists themselves, 
not history in general. This would not cause a problem 
for history students, however, because as I stated 
before, the Passionists got themselves involved with 
everything. This also means that archives are not 
closets, but rather they are a resource. Father 
Carbonneau and others who work at the archives 
organize documents and materials into folders with 
accession numbers for a computer database and easy 
access.  

 
Although technology proved useful to the archives in 
this aspect, one must wonder what technology will do to 
archives in the future. Although the PHA has a media 
collection of electronic sources, it seems that the 
archives will have difficulty recording modern 
correspondence in the format of e-mail, instant 
messages, and phone calls. As technology rapidly 
changes, hopefully the archives will adapt as well, 
because the Passionist global impact is not going to end 
anytime soon. The dedication of today’s Passionists, 
such as Father Carbonneau, Sister Strain, and Father 

Frechette, insures this fact.  

(“Malone” continued from page 4) 

possessor of a 'pearl of great price.' Believe me, 
Father, you have fired a shot that would be 
heard around the world and a better shot nobody 
could have fired. As soon as we get the leaflets I 
will let you have a big bunch of them. 

 
On November 20 Callan shared his joy with Cagney 
that Father Talbot at America requested that Callan 
rework his “Open Letter” on Newman into a “feature 
article” one page in length, “so as to attract attention 
more easily,” for interest in Newman. It was published 
the week of November 20, 1941. 
 
The main work was now finished. The promotion for 
the canonization of Cardinal Newman and the addition 
that he be declared a Doctor of the Church was in print. 
On November 28 Callan acknowledged Cagney’s 
contribution: 
 

I am very grateful for your good letter of 
November 25 and especially for the sketch of 
yourself which you included. Indeed that is not 
going into my waste basket, but into my scrap-
book. You yourself must be a saint to have 
written that you are a nobody and of no account 
after such a distinguished career as you have 
had. You are really the prime mover in this 
whole business. My book review of Cardinal 
Newman would have gone undiscovered except 
for you. Let us pray that something worthwhile 
be done. 

 
In a postscript Callan added that he was, “receiving 
many wonderful letters from all over the country.” 
 

(“Cagney” continued from page 2) 

 

(See “Cagney” continued on page 6) 
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Passionist Father Alfred Cagney was more than a 

“nobody”  

Born John Cagney on June 24, 1872 in Rathkeale, 

County Limerick, Ireland, Father Cagney migrated to 
the United States at 15 and within a few weeks entered 
the Passionist Preparatory Seminary at St. Mary 
Monastery in Dunkirk, New York. He professed his 
vows in 1890 and was then known by Alfred, his 
Passionist name. The joy of his 1895 ordination, when 
he was almost 23, at St. Paul, Kansas, was saddened by 
the news that his mother had died of sickness in New 
York City after arriving from Ireland for the ceremony. 
 
Contemporaries recall Cagney had a strong knowledge 
of American thinker Orestes Brownson and the 
theological writings of John Cardinal Newman. After 
ordination Father Cagney served as a Passionist 
seminary professor in Humanities (1896 - 1897), then 
Philosophy (1897 - 1902). In 1902 he became the first 
provincial secretary of St. Paul of the Cross Province. 
He was appointed Vicar (assistant leader) of the Holy 
Cross Retreat, Cincinnati, Ohio. When the provinces 
divided in 1906, Father Cagney was Rector (local 
leader) of Normandy, Missouri. In 1908 he was elected 
first Consultor to the provincial of Holy Cross Province 
for six years. He was then elected provincial of Holy 
Cross Province for two terms. From 1920 to 1925, 
Cagney was then General Consultor in Rome. He 
handled Passionist matters in England and Ireland, and 
as well as efforts in Passionist missions in Argentina, 
Brazil and Peru. He was a key person who worked 
behind the scenes to get the Passionists to enter China. 
Domestically, Cagney was instrumental in founding the 
Passionist monastery in Des Moines, Iowa. From 1926 
to 1928, he was professor of Moral Theology. From 
1930 to 1931, he was Procurator of the Chinese 
Missions at Hankou, China, then he had to return 
because of failed health. At home he was appointed 
Chaplain at St. Agnes Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland 
from 1933 to 1936. He served on the National 
Committee of the Revision of the Catechism. He had 
been in failing health for several years in Brighton, 
Massachusetts before his death on December 17, 1941. 
 
In sum, Cagney was an excellent retreat preacher. 
Clergy, Religious and Laity all benefited not only from 
his wisdom and excellent delivery, but from the tall, 
stately figure with the kindly face, sparkling Irish-blue 
eyes and Celtic wit. His obituary writer tells us that he 
had an engaging and magnetic personality. Although 
perfectly at ease in the company of eminent Cardinals 

and Bishops, his kindness, tact and graciousness won the 
love, confidence and friendship of those in humbler 
stations of life. No one would objectively agree with 
Cagney’s own self description and appraisement that “I 
am a nobody.”  
 

Conclusion: Cagney has “begun a battle for the Lord”  

On November 30, O’Connell wrote Cagney saying he 

was sad to get his note that he was in the hospital. As an 
interesting aside, O’Connell stated that prominent 
Catholic Masie Ward (Sheed) wrote that “…she could 
have had no hope for the cause [of Newman’s 
canonization].” O’Connell thought otherwise, “I think 
you have begun a battle for the Lord that will end in the 
eventual victory.” 
 
Learning of Cagney’s death on December17, 1941, on 
December 21 Callan wrote Passionist Father Bertrand 
Weaver: 
 

[Cagney] was a grand man. From my little 
correspondence with him I can see that he was a 
saint himself. He is surely well off now. Perhaps 
he will do more now for the Cardinal Newman 
cause than if he had stayed with us. 

 
Correctly, in an essay entitled “A Footnote to the 
Newman Movement” published in America on February 
21, 1942, Father Weaver recounted Cagney’s inspiration 

to get Callan to first promote the Newman Movement. 

(“Cagney” continued from page 5) 

Learn more about the Passionists! 

Recent publications on Fr. Tom Berry (1914-
2009) and the healing medical ministry of Fr. 

Rick Frechette in Haiti 
 

• For $20 you can purchase the The 

Ecozoic: A Tribute to Thomas Berry 

(Number 2. 2009). Essays by over 300 
contributors capture his intellect and 
religious/environmental spirit. Contact 
Herman Greene at the following 
address t o order  the book: 
ecozoic@mindspring.com  
 

• Also for $20 you can support Fr. 

Rick’s post-earthquake efforts in Haiti. 
Buy his book Haiti: The God of Tough 

Places, the Lord of Burnt Men at:  
http://crossplace.com 
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Washington, D.C.  
 

• February 4, 2010,  meeting of Passionist Volunteer 

International Selection Committee, Jamaica, New York.  
 

• Attended February 5, 2010 wake and February 6, 2010,  

Mass of Christian Burial Liturgy for Father John W. 
Witek, S.J. Professor of History, Georgetown 
University, Washington, D.C.  

 

• February 25, 2010, Board Meeting of Archives of 

Religious Institutes, New York City, NY. 
 

• March 13, 2010,  Spring meeting of the American 

Catholic Historical Association at Princeton University, 
Princeton, New Jersey.  

 

• On April 30 to May 1, 2010 attended Board Meeting of 

the United States Catholic China Bureau held at  Techny 
Towers, Techny, Illinois.  

 

• Attended Passionist St. Paul of the Cross Province 48th 

Provincial Chapter meeting from May 10-13, 2010 in 
West Hartford, Connecticut. 

 

• On June 25, 26, 2010, attended  meeting of the 

Historical Society for 20th-Century China held at Saint 
Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

 

Fr. Rob’s Recent Publications: 
 

• Book Review of Chinese Theological Education, 1979-

2006. Edited by Marvin D. Hoff, Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2009. Review in International Bulletin (Vol 
34. No. 1. January 2010):59-60. 

 

•  “Building Contemporary China’s Harmonious Society”  

China Church Quarterly. Issue 80 (Fall 2009), p. 7. 
 

• “The Catholic Church in China 1900-1949” in 

Handbook of Christianity in China Volume Two: 1800- 

present. Edited by R.G. Tiedemann (Leiden, The 
Netherlands, 2010), pp. 516-525.  

ArchivesArchivesArchivesArchives    

            Notes            Notes            Notes            Notes 

Fr. Rob’s Recent Talks: 
 

• November 14, 2009, gave two power point 

presentations: “The Catholic Church in China and 
“Everyday Life in China” to a meeting of the Passionist 
Partners at the Passionist’s Holy Name Retreat House, 
Houston, Texas. 

 

• November 16, 2009, gave a power point presentation on 

“Understanding China Today” to six classes at Roma 
High School, Roma, Texas. 

 

• March 27, 2010, Day of Recollection: Compassion in 

the Passionist Tradition, B o n  S e c o u r s  
S p i r i t u a l  C e n t e r ,  M a r r i o t t s v i l l e ,  
M a r y l a n d . 

 

• April 19 - 22, 2010, Presented paper: “The China 

Correspondent: A Catholic Magazine in Chongqing, 
China 1943-1944 and a Window into Catholic-Chinese 
Relations 1937-1945.” International Symposium in 
Commemoration of the 400th Anniversary of Matteo 
Ricci 1552-1610 Fu Jen Catholic University in Taipei, 
Taiwan. 

 

• June 8, 2010, presentation on Passionist History to the 

2010-2011 Passionist Volunteers International, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Five will go to Jamaica, West 
Indies. Six will go to Honduras. 

 

• July 10 - 11, 2010, Passionist Overseas Mission appeal 

at St. Mary’s Parish, Mansfield, Massachusetts.  
 

Fr. Rob’s Meetings: 
 

• On December 9, 2009 attended a lecture by Father 

Gerald P. Fogarty, S.J. at The American Catholic 
History Research Center at the Catholic University of 
America and University Archives. Topic was on the 
140th anniversary of the First Vatican Council and the 
digitization of the First Vatican Council Photograph 
Album. 

 

• From January 6-11, 2010, meeting of the American 

Historical Association, San Diego, California. 
 

• January 12, 2010 attended “A Reception in Honor of 

the Unveiling of the  Legendary Matteo Ricci 1602 
Impossible Black Tulip Map” Library of Congress, 


