
Historical Background: On June 8, 1913.Bishop Paul Joseph Nussbaum, C.P. was 
installed as the first bishop of Corpus Christi,Texas. A member of St. Paul of the Cross 
Province (1870-1935), his diocesan leadership promoted parish missions, Forty Hours 
devotions as well as to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and daily communion. He 
encouraged participation in the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin, the Corpus Christi 
Catholic Club, and The St. Ann’s Society. Special attention was given to vocations, 
Catholic education, diocesan stewardship and outreach to Mexican and African-
American Catholics. In 1920, an accident forced him to resign and return to the 
monastery in West Hoboken where he was a professor of seminary students. Regaining 
his health, he was appointed Bishop of Marquette, Michigan, on November 14, 1922 
where he was an able administrator until his death on June 25, 1935. In both dioceses 
he had support from Passionist religious.  
 
Transcribed from St. Joseph Monastery Chronicles 1865-1934 Passionist Historical Archives 

202.01 Box II Baltimore. St. Joseph’s Monastery.  

[1919]  

 

The newspaper headline read: “Sad Day in Corpus Christi”; “The Passing of Fathers Sheid and 

Doran. Brief Sketch of Their Lives”   
After a short intro was the following:  

“Both Fathers had been active on assisting the Rt. Rev. Bishop [Paul J. Nussbaum, D.D., C.P] in 

conducting in a most solemn and devotional manner the Forty Hours Devotion in the Cathedral, when the 

dreadful war took hold of them. It was the last public declaration of faith of these two esteemed priests in 

Jesus Christ and in the true words of giving Himself to us in the Eucharistic presence. It was a fitting 

preparation for the sacrifice of their life which the Lord was so soon to require of them.”  

“Whether their illness was due to exposure in connection with the exertions of the Forty Hours Devotion or 

the influenza germ had previously found a lodging, the Rt Rev. Bishop and the two Fathers began to be ill 

within a few hours after closing their great Catholic devotion. In the case of Father Doran it pointed so 

rapidly to pneumonia that he had to be taken to the hospital during the following day. The Bishop and 

Father Scheid regarded their ailment as nothing worse than a severe cold. The former slowly recovered, 

but the latter son [sic] developed a case of influenza. When the Rev. Fidelis Muinello, C.P. who had been 

nursing Father Sheid also took sick with the same affliction, it became necessary to send   both to the 

Spohn Sanitarium, because all of the Bishop’s household, with the exception of Father Pat Walsh, were 

then too ill to be up and about. Unfortunately[,] both Fathers were taken down with a severe attack of 

pneumonia, from which Father Muinello is slowly recovering; but Fathers Doran and Sheid died, the former 

at 7.05 and the latter at 7.30 on Wednesday morning Jan 15.”  

“During the afternoon of the previous day, the Rev. Pat Walsh, C.P. as gently as he could, made known to 

them that their condition was critical and that the end might not be very far off. True to the life they had 

lived, the resigned themselves to the sacrifice and deliberately prepared themselves to meet the Judge of 

all, in whose service they had spent their life. Father Walsh administered the last Sacraments to the two 

dying priests.”  



The biographical summary in the obituary also stated that in his life, Father Doran had faced past illnesses 

and recovered. Then, since Passionist Paul Joseph Nussbaum had been assigned as Bishop of Corpus 

Christi, Texas in 1914, Father Doran thought the local climate would help him remain in good health. So it 

was arranged that Doran came in November 1917 to minister at the Cathedral Parish which turned out to 

be his final last assignment.  

Please scroll down to see the archival document. (copyright Passionist Historical Archives)  



 

 

(Should you find this information of interest Please consider sending these reflections on to those 

you know and join our sign up list at the Passionist Archives website 

www.passionistarchives.org If you wish to support our mission to educate the public on 

http://www.passionistarchives.orga/


Passionist history please consider donating; large or small, it is of great assistance. May the 

Passion of Jesus Christ Be Always In Our Heart) https://passionistarchives.org/donations/  
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