
Historical Background: In 1902 Bishop Michael J. Hoban invited the Passionists to the mining 

region around Scranton. By the fall of 1902, they had built a temporary church on the west side 

in Round Woods. In 1905 the Passionists built and moved into St. Ann’s Monastery. The ground 

underneath the monastery shifted suddenly in 1911. The structure was damaged, and the 

monastery was evacuated for a short time. In 1913 another shift occurred. This time the 

monastery foundation was reinforced, and in 1916 St. Ann’s Monastery was rededicated. For 

many years it served as a Passionist house of studies and a center of preaching for the 

northeastern United States. In thanksgiving for the blessings to the monastery, novena devotions 

to St. Ann began in 1924. In 1925 Father John Joseph Endler, C.P.  established St. Ann’s as a 

public pilgrimage site with the annual novena conducted from July 17 to 26, attracting thousands 

of pilgrims. Pilgrims are blessed with the St. Ann’s relic and obtain an anointing with St. Ann’s 

oil.  
 

From the Retreat of St. Ann’s Chronicles Vol 1. 1900-1927, Scranton, Pennsylvania,  

1918, p. 124 

Transcribed as follows: 

“Oct 6. The public authorities, state & local issued orders a few days ago looking to controlling 

and preventing the spread of influenza which has become a plague over the country. These 

orders forbad the assembly of the people in any place including churches. It was observed so 

rapidly that Mass was omitted & then celebrated with closed doors. On all the churches notices 

were placed by the police notifying people the flu was blamed.” 

 

“Oct. 13. The next week between Oct 6 & 13 brought the influenza to the monastery & some ten 

students [seminarians] and three of the priests were taken down. The Bishop strengthened the 

public authority & directed that Masses be not celebrated in churches on October 17.    
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From the Retreat of St. Ann’s Chronicles Vol 1. 1900-1927, Scranton, Pennsylvania,  

1918 p. 125.  

Transcribed as follows 

 

“October 7. The spread of the influenza has necessitated the postponing of all missions & Forty 

Hours Devotions. This means all the [Passionist] Fathers at home.  

 

October 11.   The month of October formed without any church services. The quarantine 

continued all that time. Thank God St. Ann’s Parish fared pretty well; while there were a number 



of cases there were but two or three deaths. In the monastery we were likewise fortunate. There 

were eighteen infected but all are well.   

 

“Nov.  The month began with churches closed for All Saints & First Friday & All Souls & 

Sunday Nov 3.  
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From the Retreat of St. Ann’s Chronicles Vol 1. 1900-1927, Scranton, Pennsylvania,  

1918 p. 126.  

Transcribed as follows: 

Nov 9. The “las” [sic] closing churches etc. was lifted at noon today. St. Ann’s Church was then 

thrown open & Masses will be as usual tomorrow.  

 During the month of October, Oct 11, a letter from the Provincial dispensed matins, 

deciding these hours be said after the Rosary & the observance of the Rule, directed the students 

to take an hour cessation after Vespers; the celebration of a Novena of Masses & the celebration 

of a novena of  November These dispensations whilst until Nov 12.  
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(Should you find this information of interest Please consider sending these reflections on to those 

you know and join our sign up list at the Passionist Archives website 

www.passionistarchives.org If you wish to support our mission to educate the public on 

Passionist history please consider donating; large or small, it is of great assistance. May the 

Passion of Jesus Christ Be Always In Our Heart) https://passionistarchives.org/donations/  
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