
This information related to the 1918 Spanish Influenza pertains to Passionist seminarian 

Confrater Pius Buchele, C.P., St. Paul of the Cross Province (1897-1920) who died as a result of the 

epidemic while he was a member of the Scranton monastery community.  

The following excerpts follow his being cared for. They were written in Retreat of St. Ann’s 

Chronicles Vol 1. 1900-1927, Scranton, Pennsylvania.  

1920. p. 137 

Transcribed as follows: 

“January 24 Confrater Pius who has been poorly for some time – a return of tuberculosis left the 

Monastery for White Haven where it is hoped he might better improve under supervised 

treatment.”  
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1920. p. 138 transcribed as follows:  

“March 15. Confrater Pius returned home from White Haven. Reports from doctors decided 

there was no hope for recovery & decided was [illegible] home at home with the Brethren.”  

Scroll down to see document (Copyright Passionist Historical Archives) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1920 p. 139 

Transcribed as follows:  

“On the morning of April 7, whilst the students [seminarians] were taking their coffer, good 

Confrater Pius entered his agony. In a short while all were summoned to his room & the Rector 

leading the prayers the prayers for the dying were recited. After a short struggle the end came 

peacefully. The body was then embalmed and shipped to Pittsburgh for burial. Fr. Director Leo 

[Smith, C.P., 1882-1948] accompanied the body. Confrater Pius was a promising student & was 

apparently full of strength. During the flu epidemic of he was a victim & because of that 

developed pneumonia. Later a symptom of tuberculosis manifested themselves & his decline was 

[illegible]. For a while he was at the White Haven Sanitarium but the vectors developed he was 

beyond all hope. He was brought to the monastery.    
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 (Should you find this information of interest Please consider sending these reflections on to 

those you know and join our sign up list at the Passionist Archives website 

www.passionistarchives.org If you wish to support our mission to educate the public on 

Passionist history please consider donating; large or small, it is of great assistance. May the 

Passion of Jesus Christ Be Always In Our Heart) https://passionistarchives.org/donations/  

http://www.passionistarchives.orga/
https://passionistarchives.org/donations/


 

 

 
 


