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 During Advent we hear many Old Testament Scripture readings from the Book of the 

Prophet Isaiah. This is also true during Lent. Prophets had the ministry of speaking God’s message 

to the people. Isaiah brought God’s promise of the Messiah and Savior to the Jewish people in 

captivity. 

 Standing in the back half of the church facing the altar, the windows high up and to the 

right depict figures from the Old Testament. The one furthest forward is Isaiah. 

 As Isaiah realized the ministry to which God was calling him, he protested that he was “…a 

man of unclean lips…” (Is 6:5) In a vision, an angel removed an ember from the altar with tongs 

and purified his lips that he might speak God’s word. The ember and tongs are at the bottom of the 

window below the scroll bearing Isaiah’s name. 

 The Holy Spirit is over Isaiah’s right shoulder on the left side of the window, symbolizing 

the action of the Spirit in the message of the prophet. Isaiah is pointing to the glorified Christ Child 

and Savior seated at the top of the window, for Isaiah prophesied about the coming of the Messiah. 

Christ’s hands are upraised in a sign of salvation for all. 

 One of Isaiah’s prophesies states “…a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse and 

from his root a bud shall blossom” (Is 11:1) indicating that Jesus would be a descendant of Jesse 

and therefore of King David who was Jesse’s son. A king lies beneath Isaiah’s feet representing 

this stump of the Jewish monarchy and a plant is growing up beside the prophet, rising above his 

head. Flowers on the plant resemble crowns suggesting the royalty of Jesus, and the Savior is 

seated on a flower at the top of this plant.  

 Isaiah is dressed in red, symbolic of the Holy Spirit, as well as martyrdom. Along with 

prophesying about the birth of Jesus, Isaiah prophesied about his suffering and death for our 

salvation. May we be encouraged by the words of this prophet as we hear them at Mass. 

 
Want to learn more about the beautiful history and architecture of St. Joseph’s Monastery 

Church.  Join us for our Catholic mass or make an appointment to visit. 
http://sjmp.org/ourparish/history.html 
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