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PASSIONIST
CENTENARY

We Preach Christ Crucified.




“May the Passion of Christ be ever in our hearts.” *
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DI b B e GRRE G

The Passionist Fathers humbly dedicate this Cen-
tenary Book to Christ Crucified and His Serrowful
Mother, and offer it with most grateful appreciation
to the hierarchy, clergy, religious, and faithful of
the United States and Canada for giving them, under

God, this century of opportunity to preach Christ
and Him Crucified.
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Dal Vaticano, i February 11, 1952

DI SUA SANTITA

-

N. 256140/SA

Very Reverend Fathers Provincial,

The festive event of the celebration of the centenary of the foundation
of the Passionist Congregation in the United States of America is one which, by
reason of its rich significance for His devoted sons of the Congregation and for so
many of the faithful, fills the heart of His Holiness with gladness. Thus it is that
the Holy Father, having learned of these celebrations through the Superior General,
has directed me to convey to you and to the members of the American Provinces the
expression of His warm paternal felicitations on this happy occasion,

Under th= favor of God's grace, the small nucleus of three pioneers who,
a hundred years ago, planted the standard of the Congregation of Saint Paul of the
Cross in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, has grown to nigh a thousand members divided
over the monasteries of two flourishing Provinces. As He reviews the varied works
of a missionary and social character which the Congregation has promoted and
fostered during those years, the Supreme Pontiff finds many motives for satisfaction
and gladly extends to the members His heartfelt congratulations on the fruitful results
of their devoted apostolic labors. In keeping with the traditions of the Congregation,
preaching the vivifying word of God has been the main feature of its beneficent
activity throughout the United States, and the Supreme Pontiff is consoled to think
that countless souls have been stirred to reformation and renewal of life by the many
missions and retreats conducted by the members during the past century. It is
likewise a source of deep gratification to Him to note the widespread facilities which
the Congregation is providing for the growing numbers who are aspiring to the way of
Christian perfection through the salutary aids provided by enclosed retreats.

1t is the earnest prayer of His Holiness that God may preserve and
strengthen in the hearts of the members the fervour of apostolic zeal that they have
shown during the past hundred years so that, in the years ahead, they may be to
succeeding generations devoted and worthy heralds of the Kingdom of Christ and
Him crucified. As He renews to you and to the members of the Congregation
throughout the Frovinces of the United States the expression of His cordial felicita-
tions on the occasion of these centenary celebrations, the Holy Father lovingly
imparts to you and to them His paternal Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of divine
grace and prosperity in your beneficent work for souls.

With the expression of my personal felicitations and the assurances of
my high esteem and consideration, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Very Reverend Fathers Provincial,
Congregation of the Passion,
.8, A,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

U. S, Naval Station
Key West, Florida

March 22, 1952

Dear Father Welchs

I am happy to extend to you and to all the Passion=-
ists throughout the United States my congratulations on
the happy occasion of the 100th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the order in the United States,

The 1little band of Passionists who made such a
brave beginning in 1852, although men of courage and vision,
could hardly have foreseen the remarkable growth the order
would experience in the ensuing 100 years. These devoted
priests have indeed made a wonderful contribution to the
moral life of the United ‘States, not the least of which is
the promotion of the weekend retreat movement,

Nor could we ever forget the privations and sacri-
fices of the Passionists who are laboring in remote places
to carry the gospel to those who walk in the darkness of
paganism, I am particularly concerned for the well-being

of those faithful American workers in China, some in prison,
others under “house arrest". Their zeal and courage in the
face of persecution and suffering are a tribute to the God
they preach, the Church they serve, and the Nation that gave

Very sincerely yours,

The Very Rev. Ernest Welch, C.P., Provincial
St. Michael's Monastery
Union City, New Jersey

'

HARRY S. TRUM
PRESIDENT
OF THE

UNITED STATES 3




Most REVEREND A. G. CicoGNANI, D.D.
APoOSTOLIC DELEGATE TO THE UNITED STATES
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April 28, 1952.

Very Reverend Ernest Welch, C.P., Provincial,
Province of St. Paul of the Cross,

Yery Reverend James Patrick ihite, C.P., Provincial,
Province of the Holy Cross.

Very Reverend and dear Fathers:

To the members of the Congre-
gatlon of the Holy Cross and of the Passion of Qur
Lord Jesus Christ celebrating thelr 100th Anniversary
in the United Stotes, 1852 - 1552, I extend heartfelt
congratulations on thelr achievements during the past
century. Since the advent of Father Calandri, C.P.,
to Pitteburgh, the Passionist Congregation in this
country has grown into two Provinces with almost
one thousand religious in twenty monesteries and six
hosrices that reach from coast to coast. Lay retreats
and perlsh uiscsions and misslions for the colored have
occupled the time and zeal of the Pssslioniet Fathers
but did not orevent them from sending some of their
members to the Forelgn Misslons.

Recounting these present dsy statistics we are
moved to consider the spiritual achlevements of the
nest t=n decades. Only the Almighty fully knows and
ronrecintes the good that hae besn accomnlished for

Hie ;1ory and the salvetion of souls and only the
Almighty has 1t within His power to rightfully
revard the members of t*is Congregation. While we
extand So Sthem our complimente on this Joyous occasion,
we =2dd a preysr to the Ons to Whose Passion they are
dedicst erd we beseech Hi: To reverd and to bless

=% as they deserve.
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"’ith ~entiments of esteam and with renewed feli-
citations, I raasain
Sinc-rely yours in Christ,

Archblehop of (baodicea

Apostollc Delegete

Most REVEREND ALBERT DEANE, C.P.
SUPERIOR GENERAL OF THE PAssiONIST CONGREGATION

mowma ... February 4th, 1952,

CURIA GENERALIZIA
DE! PP, PASSIONISTI

58 Giovamsi o Packe - ®OMA 0 OUR BELOVED SONS THE PASSIONISTS OF NORTH AMERICA

Hymns of praise, Te Deums and Masses of thanksgivings go up to the Throne
of God from every Passionist Church throughout the length and breadth of your
beloved Country. The Centenery of the founding of our Congregation on Ameri-
can soil, is now being solemnly celebrated by the Religious of both American
Provinces, Fr, General cannot be absent from these festivities which be-
speak of glory not only on you, but on the whole Congregation, Your joys,
and your glories, and your conquests, are also ours,

Truly we can say that the ardent zeal for promoting the love for Jesus
erucified, and of working for the salvation of souls which glowed brightly
in the hearts of our Holy Founder, and of Ven, Dominiec burned fervently also
in the soule of the pioneer Passionists who one hundred years ago were sent
to America to establish our beloved Congregation, That 1little mustard seed
has grown into a beautiful tree which extends its branches all over the land
and reaches out into Canada and far-away China, Others will tell of the
immense spiritual good brought about during these hundred years in countless
missions, retreats and other ministrations: but it is for you to thank our
Crucified King for the good that has been accomplished in the world of souls,
+sofor the liberality with which He has bestowed the grace of the Passionist
vocation to so many of the American youth,...and in a word, for the glory
shed upon the entire Congregation by the sufferings and martyrdom of some of
our beloved American Passionists,

At the tomb, and on the altar of our Holy Father and Founder we also,
will join you in America in thanking God for all the blessings granted to
the Passionists of that great Country throughout these haondred years.

As we congratulate you most sincerely, we wish you an ever increasing
participation in that three-fold spirit which was characteristical in the
life of Our Holy Founder: Love for Jesus Crucified; Love for souls; and
love for prayer., May his spirit always be with you. May Jesus Crucified
count you among His best Apostles. This is my blessing to each and all
of you, these are my cordial wishes to all the Ameriéan Passionists on this

auspicious occasion. /d’ / ‘0
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_ROME, ALBFRT OF DUR LADY OF SORROWS,
From the Retreat of Sts., John and Paul.

General,C.P,
February 4th.,1952, —




