
100 Years- Passionists in Germany 

Celebration Poster:  

(A photo narrative of events by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. 

who also took the majority of the photos).  

 



 

 

Father Valentin Lehnerd, C.P., (1868-1941) had the dream to begin the 

Passionist foundation in Germany in 1922. We see his grave adjacent 

to the Passionist monastery in Schwarzenfeld, Germany.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Father Viktor Koch, C.P. (1873-1955) is also considered to be a co-

founder of the German/Austria mission as he arrived with Father 

Lehnerd in 1922. His grave is also adjacent to the Passionist 

monastery in Schwarzenfeld, Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Father Viktor Koch, C.P. and American Passionist Christopher Berlo, C. 

P., (1902-1979) were instrumental in building the Schwarzenfeld, 

Germany monastery which provided employment for the town amid 

local economic problems in 1934. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



One of the reasons that the people of Schwarzenfeld have so much 

reverence for the Passionists is that Father Viktor Koch saved the 

town from being destroyed by American troops in World War II. They 

came upon the town in April 1945 to find dead bodies. Unkown that it 

had been the result of an Allied bombing of a prisoner train and a 

subequent killing of prisoners on the train by German SS gurards, the 

American GI’s erroneoulsly thought to be carried out by the local 

townspeople.  

As the U.S.. Army planned to destroy the town, to their surprise, Father 

Viktor emerged from the monastery where he had endured the war 

since 1941. He convinced the U.S. army officer that the locals were 

innocent. Consequently, this plaque dedicated in 1995 at the monatery 

honors the invention of Father Koch to save Schwarzenfeld 

“retribution of the U. S. troops.” 

 

 

 

 



As a result of the courage and willingness to dialogue at this moment 

of unexpected suffering the local townspeople of Schwarzenfeld 

named the town square in his honor. Thus, the Passionists and have a 

lasting sacred bond with the local population  

 

 

 

 

 



Attending the October 15-16, 2022 100th Anniversary Celebration was 

His Excellency, The Most Reverend Nikola Eterović, the Apostolic 

Nuncio to Germany since September 21, 2013. Here he is seen upon 

arrival at the monastery chapel on October 15 where he offering his 

blessing to those in attendance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Most_Reverend


Thereafter, Apostolic Nuncio Eterović graciously met with Passionists 

and local people. Passionist German provincial Father Lukas Temme, 

C.P. (center) was kind enough to introduce him to me. 
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After the reception, Passionists and others proceeded to an official 

reception at the Schwarzenfeld Town Hall. Seen here is Passionist 

German provincial Father Lukas Temme, C.P., The Apostolic Nuncio 

Eterović and Bürgermeister (mayor) Peter Neumeier. 
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Bürgermeister (mayor) Peter Neumeier with town officials Gabi 

Whittleben and Karlheinz Dausch as Apostolic Nuncio Eterović signs 

the official Schwarzenfeld town register on October 15, 2022  

 

 



German provincial Father Lukas Temme, C.P. signs the official 

Schwarzenfeld town register. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Passionist General Consultor Mirosław Lesiecki, C.P. signs the official 

Schwarzenfeld town register.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Passionist Provincial of Poland Łukasz Andrzejewski, C.P. signs the 

official Schwarzenfeld town register. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I have my opportunity to sign the official Schwarzenfeld town register 

as the representative from St. Paul of the Cross Province in the United 

States.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Father Anthony O’Leary, C.P. of Ireland signs the official 

Schwarzenfeld town register. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Left to right: Father Anthony O’Leary, C.P. from Ireland; Father Łukasz 

Andrzejewski, C.P. Provincial from Poland; Father Mirosław Lesiecki, 

C.P. General Consultor from Rome; Father Lukas Temme, C.P., 

Provincial from Germany/Austria; town officials Gabi Wittleben and 

Karlheinz Dausch; Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., the representative 

from St. Paul of the Cross Province in the United States; Peter 

Neumeier. Schwarzenfeld Bürgermeister (mayor); seated is Most 

Reverend Nikola Eterović, the Apostolic Nuncio to Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The official Schwarzenfeld town register with signatures in honor of 

the 100th Annniversary of the Passiomnists in Germany October 15, 

2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Schwarzenfeld offical town register with signatures in honor of 

the 60th annniversary of the end of World War Ii in 2005. Includes 

signatures of the Passionists and relatives of Father Viktor Koch, C.P. 

who traveled from the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Father Anton Lässer C.P., Father Łukasz Andrzejewski, C.P., Father 

Lukas Temme, C.P., Father Mirosław Lesiecki, C.P. Most Reverend 

Nikola Eterović, the Apostolic Nuncio to Germany at the October 16, 

2022 liturgy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Father Martin Bialas, C.P. at the Sunday October 16, 2022 Sunday 

liturgy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Katherine Koch, great grand-niece of Father Victor Koch and her 

father Gary Koch, Skype in to the Sunday October 16, 2022 Festive 100 

anniversary luncheon at the local Schwarzenfeld Restaurant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday October 16, 2022 Festive 100 anniversary luncheon at the 

local Schwarzenfeld Restaurant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


