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Passionist Father Gregor Lenzen surprised me on August 10, 2022 with an email. “This year we
are going to celebrate100 years of Passionist Presence in Germany (1922 — 2022). As historian of our
Mother-Province of Saint Paul of the Cross we would like to welcome you to this special event.
Hopefully you can manage to come over for a visit...commemorating the old bonds
between our two Provinces.”

Father Gregor asked me to share some thoughts. Please accept them with my thanks and humility.
Please, let us listen to each other. Let us learn from each other. Let us gain faith, strength, hope and
reconciliation for our common future.

“God Will Provide.” American Passionist Father Viktor Koch said these words many times
throughout his life. Because he believed and gave thanks to God, he reminds all of us of the importance to

also believe, and give thanks to God.

Father Viktor Koch lived from 1873 to 1955. How many events can we think about that took
place during the lifetime of Father Viktor Koch? He witnessed many good moments. He witnessed many

moments of sufferings.

Let us take some time to mediate and reflect on these words: “God Will Provide.”

First, let us be surprised by life.




History tells us an important story. The relationship between the Passionists of the United States
and the Passionists of the German Foundation was totally unexpected when it began in 1922. It was a
surprise. Passionist Fathers Valetin Lehnerd (1868-1941) and Father Viktor Koch faced financial

struggles. It took time to find a home in Pasing outside of Munich.

How did this happen? We might say that is was because Catholic leaders from the United States,
Rome, Italy, and Munich, Germany joined with the local people to cooperate for a common vision to

begin a Passionist religious community of priests and brothers.

“God Will Provide.” All of these representatives in 1922 realized that that it was important that
the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ speak to, nourish and heal the German people. Yes, it
was a surprise that took some time to unfold. Let us learn from them. Let us open our eyes. Let us speak
to one another. Let us amaze one another with generosity in abundant ways. This is a simple gift we are

given in life.

Second, let us build and take care of important relationships in life.

During the 1930s more American Passionists came to Germany. Important relationships were
established in Maria Schutz in Austria and in Schwarzenfeld, Germany. While | have never had the
opportunity to visit Maria Schutz, | first came to Schwarzenfeld in 2005. It is so powerful to look and see
the monastery atop the Miesberg hill. According to research by Ms. Katherine Koch -Father Viktor Koch
is her paternal great grand uncle, she found the following has been written in the Schwarzenfeld Town
Chronicle. “The relationship between the [Passionists at the] Miesberg and the town was not superficial,
but based on material need....The new building measure was a welcome opportunity to give
Schwazenfelders work and bread in the time of widespread unemployment in the early 1930s.” Looking
back, we might say that the building of this monastery linked American Passionists, German Passionists

and local people together. This was a sacred moment.



“God, Will Provide.” So, as we reflect on Passionists 100 years in Germany, it might be helpful
to ask ourselves what are the primary relationships we have built with people around us? As we celebrate
today it is also an opportunity to ask ourselves are we building relationships that have respect to the past?
How does this assist us to continue to gain faith, strength, hope and reconciliation for our common future?

Third, personal witness always has social consequences.

I would suggest that the witness of Father Viktor Koch, especially from 1939 to 1945, was
personal, humble, and radical. A public plaque on the Schwarzenfeld monastery church reads “In
gratitude to honorary citizen Fr. Viktor Koch, C.P., Provincial of the Passionist Order. Through personal
engagement and civil courage, he prevented in April 1945 an act of retribution by U.S. troops upon the
population of Schwarzenfeld.”

“God Will Provide.” Understanding the meaning of these words when we come face to face with
suffering is a test for each one of us. We never know when it will be our time to carry our personal cross.
Sometimes the cross we carry can be heavy. Sometimes the cross we carry be light. The cross we carry
can be public. The cross we carry can be private.

One way to interpret this historic public event of Schwarzenfeld in 1945 is to realize that the
world was suffering. This was an both and international and local incident. Even those without faith know
that this a public, social truth. However, it is with the eyes of faith that we are able to look at this
encounter in a new way today. It was a moment when an American Passionist, the German people and the
U.S. troops realized it was better to be present to one another, admit that they were all witnesses to death
and suffering around them, listen to one another, and dialogue find a common solution. Here, in
Schwarzenfeld in1945, was a time when those who met each other as the enemy were reconciled as
friends. As we remember, learn and understand the history of this episode in 1945 we cannot escape its
meaning. The cross of suffering is still taking place all around the world as we speak. Our gathering here
today is testament to life, hope, and reconciliation. And we will never know the moment when our

personal witness will have social consequences.



Fourth, when our family ancestors speak to us what do we want to hear?

Allow me to share a final observation. On October 14, 2022, at 7pm we Passionists and others
gathered for a Grabersegnung und Requiem: Blessing of the graves and Requiem Mass. Fr. Lukas
Temme, the Passionist provincial, presided at this Mass.

“God Will Provide.” I found it very emotional and comforting to listen to the reading of those
who are important in the one-hundred-year history of the Passionists in Germany and Austria. The list has
sixty-three names. After, we counted that thirty of them came from the United States.

First, because | am a Passionist, it was peaceful to know that we Passionists are able to share this
common bond with each other.

Second, like some of you Passionists, and perhaps some of who are gathered at this public
celebration, we knew these men personally.

Third, as an historian | can publicly proclaim that these Passionist vowed religious were true
followers in the footsteps of Passionist founder St. Paul of the Cross and preached Christ Crucified.

As the representative of the Province of Saint Paul of the Cross in the United States, | come here
to suggest that it is important that we take advantage of this celebration to always encourage one another
into our common international future.

Let us be peoples of the world who take time to come to this graveyard at the Passionist
monastery in Schwarzenfeld. When we pay respect to the deceased, let us say a prayer and ask them to
help us to understand how “God will provide” for us in our personal and public lives.

Additionally, let us be peoples of the world and realize that the even the internet can be used as a
common tool to respect the Passionist past and seek a common Passionist future. As vowed members, lay
members in our mission and ministries, and as spiritual and economic benefactors associated with these
past 100 years let us continue to learn and respect and desire to shape our historical narrative.

Finally, may the life, death and memory of these Passionists and all who have crossed paths with
the Passionists continue to speak to us today. Our ancestors do speak to us. We are the ancestors of the

future. What do we want to hear from each other?



Let Us Give Thanks for the Passionist and Public Relationships of the Past to Gain Faith,
Strength, Hope and Reconciliation for Our Common Future.
May the Passion of Jesus Christ Be Always in Our Heart

[This reflection was prepared to be delivered at the Meisberg Resturant in Schwarzenfeld
within walking distance of the monastery. | was to offer these points in English. Father Gregor
Lenzen, C.P. was to translate. Due to time constraints, however, | was asked by Father Gregor
to summarize my thoughts which he would then translate. That is what was done. Thus, these
prepared remarks were not delivered publicly. Consequently, | ask you to read them so that we
are able to more fully understand past relationships between the American Passionists and the
Passionists of Germany and Austria that exist at this present time in 2022]



