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DR. RUDOLF VODERHOLZER
BISCHOf- VOK RHGBNSBURG

Regensburg, 16th of October 2022

Excellency, Most reverend Nuncio Eterovic',

Most Reverend Father General Joachim Rego CP,

Most Reverend Father Provincial Lukas Temme CP, 

dear members and friends of the South-German-Austrian Province, 

dear members and friends of you in the USA, 

dear festive assembly!

With what joy St. Paul vom Krenz and the Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ look 
upon the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the first members from the USA in Germany! 
If this venture in faith of the first Passionists on German soil had not been a passionate 
step in love for the Crucified, we would not be able to celebrate gratefully today. We can 
look back on 100 eventful years of the Congregation on German soil. But we also look to 
the future with great hope and confidence in our love for the Crucified and Risen One.

Recently, the Congregation completed the 300th anniversary of its foundation worldwide. 
1 am very happy that today, in this turbulent time of our Church in Germany, we are 
witnessing a 100-year jubilee of lived faithfulness to a Charism in Germany! Even though 
I cannot be present in person, this jubilee fills me with great joy and gratitude for our 
diocese and for your Congregation. It also gives me confidence for the further 
development of the diocese of Regensburg.

In the suffering of Jesus Christ, the members of the Congregation recognise, in the words 
of their founder, "the most amazing work of divine love". Their sign of the order is a 
confession of Jesus Christ, who through his passion and resurrection gave the deepest 
meaning to all human suffering. Through this public confession, you have reminded us in
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the diocese of Regensburg for 100 years that in all desolation, in all suffering and pain, 
every human life grows beyond itself in faith in the Risen One. This testimony is necessary 
in today s society and in the Church in Germany! For 100 years of this living testimony of 
faith, 1 am grateful to you as Bishop of Regensburg!

Furthermore, the religious sign of the Congregation is a confession of the cross: it is a sign 
of life and freedom in Jesus Christ. A society that rejects the cross ultimately rejects eternal 
life. Therefore, the consequence of Good Friday is also Easter, the resurrection: from death 
to life. The vocation of the Passionists is a public confession of the Crucified and Risen 
One. Not infrequently, they had to answer questions and their way of life was questioned, 
perhaps even challenged. Often they lifted up doubters and strengthened them in their 
faith. As Bishop of Regensburg, I am grateful to you for 100 years of faithfulness to our 
confession of faith in the Crucified and Risen One!

In addition, the sign of the Order is a sign of God's unconditional love for every human 
being, which is stronger than death. Passionists want to pass on this love to the world. For 
100 years, the members of the Congregation in Germany have proclaimed this love 
through their service in the popular missions, in pastoral care, at the bedside of the sick, 
through radio broadcasts, lectures, retreat work, adult catechesis. Recently, the "small 
mission" together with committed world Christians has become a valuable service in the 
new evangelisation in our diocese! For 100 years of passionate proclamation of God's love 
for mankind, I am grateful to you as Bishop of Regensburg!

Finally, the Passionists vow in their own vow to remember the cross that Jesus himself 
also carried. United with him, every pain, every sorrow and every loss can become an 
experience of salvation. Through this vow, they have been reminding people in our 
diocese for 100 years that it is worthwhile to give one's life for Ghrist in His Church, to 
unite with Him, to become one with Him. For 100 years of faithful dedication and 
commitment through this vow, I am grateful to you as Bishop of Regensburg! The world 
and the Church need this testimony of undivided and passionate love for the Crucified and 
Risen Lord!

For the next 100 years I wish you a field of blessing in the diocese of Regensburg and in 
the entire province. May the Lord continue to grant you many good vocations, so that the 
proclamation of love for the crucified and risen Lord may lead many people to a deeper 
relationship with Christ.

A happy feast day and with best wishes for blessings

Bischof von Regensburg
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