
A short introduction by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. Passionist historian 

At the University of Scranton, Benjamin Jones, class of 2023, was a student in my 

History: 245 course - Modern China, during the fall semester of 2022.  

All students were assigned three issues of Sign Magazine, a Passionist publication. 

Within each issue is the series “With the Passionists in China.”  

Each student was asked to compose a short bibliographic review of the respective articles 

pertaining to China based upon two questions. What perspective was gained on daily missionary 

life and Chinese society? Also, if the article had a photo, in what way did the student believe it 

humanized China?  Students were asked to consider these questions in a way that would assist a 

person to read and engage with the article.  

In doing so, the hope is that this effort introduces an appreciation of the larger 

implications as how the Passionists, the Sisters of Charity from Convent Station, New Jersey, the 

Sisters of Saint Joseph from Baden, Pennsylvania and political and social actors of China crossed 

paths with each other. Spelling used in this bibliographic review were those used at the time 

when the Sign magazine published the articles  

Upon reading this bibliographic review, what did you find interesting about the 

Passionists and Catholic missionaries’ experiences and relationships in 1930s China?    

 

Please cite this article below as: Benjamin Jones. Bibliographic Review: “With the Passionists in 

China.” Sign Volume 11 November 1931. Passionist Historical Archives website link: [add link 

from the browser]  

 

NOVEMBER 1931  

Article One: Raphael Vance, C.P., “With A Price Upon His Head,” Vol. 11 Sign (November 

1931): 247-248.   On the missionaries: describes local and widespread fighting close to Hunan 

and elsewhere, the Communist leader Ho Lung, who was known to the missionaries since at least 

1925. Lists grave numbers of destruction to property and lives, and those who have fled. 

Describes the factions present in Canton, which is threatened by Communist forces. Mentions 

“Mao Tse Tung”, being gifted thousands of rifles from the Soviets, and the reported death of his 

wife. Noted as one of two “outstanding Communist leaders”. Photo: on the Chinese people: 

shows destroyed ruins in Changsha, Hunan, after Communists had set fire to the city. Broken 

wooden beams, stone pillars, and tiles can be seen at the damaged entrance to the smoky city. 

Desolate and abandoned. Shows scale of destruction to lives and property. 

 

Article Two: Nicholas Schneider, C.P., “The Story of a Soul,” Vol. 11 Sign (November 1931): 

249-251. On the missionaries: describes the conversion of two assassins who were sentenced to 

die; two men who had served in the Yungshun Home Guard, and had killed the head officer they 

served under, angry at hard labor and no pay. One, named “Dismas T’ang” (Dismas by the 

missionary who converted him as a Catholic) was a 22 yr. old who had studied at their mission 

for a little while years prior. Describes the appeal to meet the prisoners, navigating Chinese 

social customs, the execution, and a little about the pagan practices during and after the 

execution. Photo: on the Chinese people: shows dangerous presence of larger sampans in flooded 



city streets, sent to carry cargo from storage houses. “A collision of these heavy-laden boats with 

any of the buildings meant a breach in the wall and threatened collapse of the whole building”. 

Local peasants attempting to save valuables and continue with commerce and everyday activities 

despite flooding, chaos and resilience, adaptation to extreme circumstances. 

 

Article Three: Cyprian Frank, C.P., “A Passionist in Peiping,” Vol. 11 Sign (November 1931): 

252-254. On the missionaries: describes a missionary’s travel from Hankow to Peiping, 

remarking on the violence and suffering across China due to soldiers, “many of them . . . victims 

of existing political and economic conditions, fighting and dying for those who would give them 

rice”. Describes the Catholic University of Peiping where he is staying, the staff, rooms, 

education, growth of the school, also a Junior and Senior Middle School that helps prepare 

students for university. Praise for the education of future Catholic leaders that can help shape 

China, and to play a role in “the reconstruction of China socially and in her intellectual and 

spiritual rebirth”. Photo: shows two poor Chinese boys holding piles of rags to be recycled. 

Speaks to scarcity of materials and need for clothing. Text says the photo was taken by Father 

Clement Seybold, C.P., at the Shenchow Mission in Hunan, later killed by bandits.     

 


