A short introduction by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. Passionist historian

At the University of Scranton, Benjamin Jones, class of 2023, was a student in my
History: 245 course - Modern China, during the fall semester of 2022.

All students were assigned three issues of Sign Magazine, a Passionist publication.
Within each issue is the series “With the Passionists in China.”

Each student was asked to compose a short bibliographic review of the respective articles
pertaining to China based upon two questions. What perspective was gained on daily missionary
life and Chinese society? Also, if the article had a photo, in what way did the student believe it
humanized China? Students were asked to consider these questions in a way that would assist a
person to read and engage with the article.

In doing so, the hope is that this effort introduces an appreciation of the larger
implications as how the Passionists, the Sisters of Charity from Convent Station, New Jersey, the
Sisters of Saint Joseph from Baden, Pennsylvania and political and social actors of China crossed
paths with each other. Spelling used in this bibliographic review were those used at the time
when the Sign magazine published the articles

Upon reading this bibliographic review, what did you find interesting about the
Passionists and Catholic missionaries’ experiences and relationships in 1930s China?
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Article One: Michael A. Campbell, C.P., “White Boys in Yellow Skins,” Vol. 11 Sign
(September 1931): 117-119. On the missionaries: describes the joy and fun that the priests find in
the orphaned boys that they take care of, and their similarities in interests and energy to
American boys. Photo: on the Chinese people: shows young Chinese men who are Catholic
converts in front of a brick entryway at the missionaries’ Yungshun Mission, who seem cheerful,
fed and in good shape, “enjoying a story told them by one of the Fathers.”

Article Two: Theophane Maguire, C.P., “Yungshun,” Vol. 11 Sign (September 1931): 119-122.
On the missionaries: describes experience of traveling amongst rough terrain, dealing with
warlord armies, learning local history, telling of history of missionaries who had come before,
firsthand experience of region devastated by war and Communists. Also, the building of the
Church of St. James in Yungshun, and info on specific Chinese converts. Photo: on the Chinese
people: shows the Church of St. James, its size and bright white exterior, showing mountain
range behind it, nestled in valley. Curiosity for locals?

Article Three: Timothy McDermott, C.P., “Riding the Flood,” Vol. 11 Sign (October 1931): 188-
191. On the missionaries: describes the Chinese viewpoint as understood by a missionary, rooted
in its long history of isolation and belief in its perfection, with little need for the outside world.
Describes the important work of missionaries as representatives, even ambassadors of the best of
Western culture and Christianity. Describes work of not only learning the language but trying to
understand the Chinese mentality. Article seeks to help reader take on the Chinese perspective on
foreigners and empathize with them. The effects of opium and famine on the population. An




appeal for financial assistance and words of pride on what missionaries have so far accomplished
and will continue to do. Photo: on the Chinese people: shows a starving family of six, disheveled
dirty and skinny. A look at one of hundreds of thousands of similar families. No belongings are
shown, and it is likely they have few if none at all, having travelled in search of food.
Accompanying text says the mother had abandoned one child in desperation, and that after the
famine ended, they returned to their home. How many else had that same luxury?



