
A short introduction by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. Passionist historian at the 

University of Scranton [spring 2023]  

Aidan Guarnuccio, class of 2024, was a student in my History: 245 course - Modern China, 

during the fall semester of 2022. All students were assigned three issues of Sign Magazine, a 

Passionist publication. Within each issue is the series “With the Passionists in China.”  

Each student was asked to compose a short bibliographic review of the respective articles 

pertaining to China based upon two questions. What perspective was gained on daily missionary 

life and Chinese society? Also, if the article had a photo, in what way did the student believe it 

humanized China? Students were asked to consider these questions in a way that would assist a 

person to read and engage with the article. In doing so, the hope is that this effort introduces an 

appreciation of the larger implications as how the Passionists, the Sisters of Charity from 

Convent Station, New Jersey, the Sisters of Saint Joseph from Baden, Pennsylvania and political 

and social actors of China crossed paths with each other. Spelling used in this bibliographic 

review were those used at the time when the Sign magazine published the articles.  

Upon reading this bibliographic review, what did you find interesting about the Passionists and 

Catholic missionaries’ experiences and relationships in 1930s China?  

Please cite this article below as: Aidan Guarnuccio. Bibliographic Review: With the Passionists 

in China. Sign Volume 15 February 1936. Passionist Historical Archives website link: [add the 

link from the browser] 

 

February 1936 

Article 1: Communist Fury  

“Communist Fury,” Vol. 15 No. 7 Sign (February 1936): 413-415. 

A) Regarding the missionaries: This article is not as much an article as it is a collection of letters 
that talks about the Communist ideology spreading in rural China. Both the bandits and the 
Communists posed a threat, and the Western missionaries were at a significant amount of risk. 
This article provides a significant amount of insight on the feelings of the missionaries and 
intense fear felt while raids and invasions were going on. The Communists even sent letters and 
posted signs saying that Catholic properties would be confiscated and redistributed, showing 
the imminent danger the missionaries were in. The photo on page 415, depicting Red soldiers 
occupying the building, make the words come alive and shows the dangerous Communist threat 
that existed during this time.  

B) Regarding the Chinese people: Similar to the missionaries, the Chinese people also felt 
threatened by the spread of communism in rural China. The people were at constant fear of 
being robbed or having their land taken away. The people were just as confused as to who was 
doing the conquering, whether it be bandits or the Communists. One letter even stated four 
men were decapitated by a group of invaders in a specific Chinese territory. The wave of fear 
that had was over the Chinese people was very significant during this time, and this article 
shows that.  

Article 2: Yungshun Falls  

Bonaventure Griffiths, CP., “Yungshun Falls,” Vol. 15 No. 7 Sign (February 1936): 416-418.  



A) Regarding the missionaries: Similar to the theme of this time period, this article paints a 
dangerous picture for the missionaries present in Yungshun. Describing in detail the fall of 
Yungshun, the first-hand accounts of missionaries that were present at the time of the invasion 
provide exceptional detail of what happened during the invents. The photo on page 417 shows 
government soldiers proudly posing in front of the ruins of the local rectory, showing the anti-
Catholic ideals the Chinese government possessed while also showing the dangers the 
missionaries had to deal with on a near daily basis.  

B) Regarding the Chinese people: The image on page 417 of two boys fleeing their homes after the 
Chinese Red Army raided their home speaks volumes to the experience of the Chinese people 
being painted in this article. The brutality of the Chinese communist takeover was felt 
throughout all of rural China, and many felt the Red fury as the rise of communism continued 
over the next decade.  

 

 


