A short introduction by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. Passionist historian at the
University of Scranton [spring 2023]

Aidan Guarnuccio, class of 2024, was a student in my History: 245 course - Modern China,
during the fall semester of 2022. All students were assigned three issues of Sign Magazine, a
Passionist publication. Within each issue is the series “With the Passionists in China.”

Each student was asked to compose a short bibliographic review of the respective articles
pertaining to China based upon two questions. What perspective was gained on daily missionary
life and Chinese society? Also, if the article had a photo, in what way did the student believe it
humanized China? Students were asked to consider these questions in a way that would assist a
person to read and engage with the article. In doing so, the hope is that this effort introduces an
appreciation of the larger implications as how the Passionists, the Sisters of Charity from
Convent Station, New Jersey, the Sisters of Saint Joseph from Baden, Pennsylvania and political
and social actors of China crossed paths with each other. Spelling used in this bibliographic
review were those used at the time when the Sign magazine published the articles.

Upon reading this bibliographic review, what did you find interesting about the Passionists and
Catholic missionaries’ experiences and relationships in 1930s China?
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March 1936

Article 1: Reds Ravage Hunan

Father Anthony Maloney, CP., “Reds Ravage Hunan,” Vol. 15 No. 8, Sign (March 1936): 474 -478.

A) Regarding the missionaries: The imminent danger from the communists became very apparent
during this section of the article. The letters describe the efforts of running from the
Communists, the brutality in which the Communists conducted themselves, and how the
missionaries were on the run for many days at a time. The courage these individuals possessed
is nothing less than inspiring, but this article truly provides insight to the danger these people
faced during one of the most tumultuous times in Chinese history.

B) Regarding the Chinese people: Even more inspiring than the missionaries were the acts of
courage from the Chinese people. Several letters described the actions of specific individuals
who went above and beyond to secure the safety of the missionaries, leaving behind belongings,
money, and even their own families to make sure the Catholics got to safety. The Reds were also
extremely brutal to the Chinese citizens, looting, torturing, and murdering many as they took
the different lands of Hunan. The strength of the Chinese people and the courage they possess
is clear after hearing these gruesome first-hand accounts,



