
A short introduction by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. Passionist historian 

At the University of Scranton, Julia Loury was a student in my History: 245 course - Modern 

China, during the fall semester of 2022. 

All students were assigned three issues of Sign Magazine, a Passionist publication. Within each 

issue is the series “With the Passionists in China.” 

Each student was asked to compose a short bibliographic review of the respective articles 

pertaining to China based upon two questions. What perspective was gained on daily missionary 

life and Chinese society? Also, if the article had a photo, in what way did the student believe it 

humanized China? Students were asked to consider these questions in a way that would assist a 

person to read and engage with the article. 

In doing so, the hope is that this effort introduces an appreciation of the larger implications as 

how the Passionists, the Sisters of Charity from Convent Station, New Jersey, the Sisters of Saint 

Joseph from Baden, Pennsylvania and political and social actors of China crossed paths with 

each other. 

Spelling used in this bibliographic review were those used at the time when the Sign magazine 

published the articles 

Upon reading this bibliographic review, what did you find interesting about the Passionists and 

Catholic missionaries’ experiences and relationships in 1930s China? 
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From my second issue of Sign Magazine, May 1931, the first article, “Three More for 

China,” explains the lives of the Chinese and the missionaries. About the missionaries:  the 

article describes the addition of three more skilled and knowledgeable Passionist missionaries 

who would provide much-needed medical aid to their fellow missionaries and locals. These were 

Fathers Leo J. Berard, Linus Lombard, and Denis M. Fogarty, About the Chinese, the article 

mentions the vastly changing landscape of China as it is in the midst of a thousand changes, 

conflicts, and struggles in ideas, institutions, groups, and individuals. The missionary photos 

show headshots of the three previously new missionaries who were soon to arrive. There is no 

Chinese photo.1 The second article was titled, “Kaotsun: A Thriving Village.” About the 

missionaries, the article describes the struggles of the missionaries living amongst the threat and 

consequences of bandit attacks. About the Chinese, the article addresses the curse of opium to 

                                                           
1 “Three More for China,” Vol. 10. Sign (May 1931): 631-633. 



China as national and provincial edicts were issued prohibiting the raising of opium. The 

missionary photo shows the Chapel at Kaotsun which had to be rebuilt by missionaries after an 

attack by the Reds. The Chinese photo shows the village Chinese Christians gathered at the 

Kaotsun Chapel during Christmas.2 The third article was titled, “More than 2,000 Years Ago.” 

About the missionaries: the article explains the respect that the missionary has for the Chinese 

people’s ideals and veneration for learning and his promising excitement to spread the word of 

Faith. About the Chinese, the article describes the native beliefs and values in their idols and 

superstitions from tradition. The missionary photo doesn’t relate much to the article. It shows 

Father Edward McCarthy and Sister St. Ann, of the Sisters of St. Joseph, Baden, Pennsylvania,  

with local children who celebrated Christmas at the Yuanchow mission. The Chinese photo also 

doesn’t relate to the article's topic. It shows the “First Citizen” of Kaotsun with his two children 

and a friend.3 The fourth article was titled, “The Missionary Exhaustion.” About the 

missionaries: the article details some of the daily life of missionaries and explains the priestly 

exhaustion used to help individual souls. About the Chinese: the article details individual 

Chinese issues of faith and explains the multitude of questions from inquisitive converts. The 

missionary photo shows Fathers Anthony Maloney and Antoine DeGroeve at the Girls’ School 

of the Chenki Mission in their commitment to guiding young converts. The Chinese photo shows 

four Chinese orphans in the Sisters’ care.4 
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