A short introduction by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. Passionist historian

At the University of Scranton, Nadia Wohlgemuth was a student in my History: 245 course -
Modern China, during the fall semester of 2022.

All students were assigned three issues of Sign Magazine, a Passionist publication. Within each
issue is the series “With the Passionists in China.”

Each student was asked to compose a short bibliographic review of the respective articles
pertaining to China based upon two questions. What perspective was gained on daily missionary
life and Chinese society? Also, if the article had a photo, in what way did the student believe it
humanized China? Students were asked to consider these questions in a way that would assist a
person to read and engage with the article.

In doing so, the hope is that this effort introduces an appreciation of the larger implications as
how the Passionists, the Sisters of Charity from Convent Station, New Jersey, the Sisters of Saint
Joseph from Baden, Pennsylvania and political and social actors of China crossed paths with
each other.

Spelling used in this bibliographic review were those used at the time when the Sign magazine
published the articles

Upon reading this bibliographic review, what did you find interesting about the Passionists and
Catholic missionaries’ experiences and relationships in 1930s China?
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Article one, about the missionaries, details the perils associated with being a foreign
agent living in China with unreliable support and protection as well as the grief that the
Passionist community feels for their lost priests. The photos depict the likenesses and garb of the
priests as well as stating their names and circumstances of death further emphasizing the theme
of remembrance. Another photo shows the Christian community mourning at funeral procession
in the aftermath of bandit violence. About the Chinese people: illustrates the chaos of Chinese
relationships evidenced by the sudden onset of the bandits, betray, as well as the inability to get

help due to fear of bandits.*

! Marie V. Joyce, “The Martyrdom of the Three Passionists: How Like the Martyrdom of Jesus,”
Vol. 9, Sign (April 1930):565-567.



Article two, about the missionaries, the article gives an honest reaction to Chinese foreign
traditions which were at times seen as undesirable to strange. A photograph illustrates a father
standing in front of Chinese architecture posing like a tourist would do emphasizing his identity
as foreigner. About the Chinese people, shows the relationships they have with family and their

superstitions during the time of Chinese New Year. Tradition is valued.?

Article three, about the missionaries, dismisses the importance of and mocks the Chinese
marriage customs. It shows that the Chinese people and Christian missionaries’ fundamental
cultural differences might lead to some strife between the two groups on issues more than just is
discussed here. About the Chinese perspective, happiness and celebration are appropriate for a
marriage. Community is emphasized though public parades and celebration. A photo details
Chinese converts trading their familiar clothes and language for a western look and Latin again

emphasizing the cultural differences and exchanges.®
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