A short introduction by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. Passionist historian

At the University of Scranton, Nadia Wohlgemuth was a student in my History: 245 course -
Modern China, during the fall semester of 2022.

All students were assigned three issues of Sign Magazine, a Passionist publication. Within each
issue is the series “With the Passionists in China.”

Each student was asked to compose a short bibliographic review of the respective articles
pertaining to China based upon two questions. What perspective was gained on daily missionary
life and Chinese society? Also, if the article had a photo, in what way did the student believe it
humanized China? Students were asked to consider these questions in a way that would assist a
person to read and engage with the article.

In doing so, the hope is that this effort introduces an appreciation of the larger implications as
how the Passionists, the Sisters of Charity from Convent Station, New Jersey, the Sisters of Saint
Joseph from Baden, Pennsylvania and political and social actors of China crossed paths with
each other.

Spelling used in this bibliographic review were those used at the time when the Sign magazine
published the articles

Upon reading this bibliographic review, what did you find interesting about the Passionists and
Catholic missionaries’ experiences and relationships in 1930s China?
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Avrticle one, the missionaries, relays a theme of belonging and longing. The narrator,
because he misses China, interacts with Chinese people in America. He is confronted with a
celebration of appreciation upon return; the Chinese express a sense of union with this priest and
their Christian community by publicly celebrating. There is another photograph of a priest in
front of an unusual monument for a westerner commemorating the moment. Another photograph
shows the Chinese perspective by depicting a Chinese man in traditional clothes making
traditional cakes depicts how a Chinese man might earn money as well as what the process of

making street food in 1930’s China might have been like.!

! Raphael Vance C.P., “Letters form out Missionaries; Home Again,” Vol. 9, Sign (June 1930):
697-699.



Article two, about the missionaries, summaries the atrocities that Missionaries endured
because of bandits. The job is dangerous, and the magazine asks for funds. The Father and
bishop showed exceptional bravery when defending the sisters. A photograph of a large group of
converts emphasizes the success of the missions. From the Chinese perspective, the bandits see
the missionaries as foreigners who need to pay to be on land that is not theirs. The local people
worry about their relationship with the missionaries and hide the bodies. Two long photographs
detail rural Chinese villages and roads while simultaneously emphasizing the lack of western

technology available.?

2 “Deaths of Bp. Versiglia and Fr. Caravario: From Central China Post Hankow, March 31,
1930,” Vol. 9, Sign (June 1930): 700-702.



