
Sara Wynne Abstract of July 1932 Sign Articles on China with introduction 

A short introduction by Father Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. Passionist historian  

At the University of Scranton, Sara Wynne was a student in my History: 245 course - Modern 

China, during the fall semester of 2022.  

All students were assigned three issues of Sign Magazine, a Passionist publication. Within each 

issue is the series “With the Passionists in China.”  

Each student was asked to compose a short bibliographic review of the respective articles 

pertaining to China based upon two questions. What perspective was gained on daily missionary 

life and Chinese society? Also, if the article had a photo, in what way did the student believe it 

humanized China? Students were asked to consider these questions in a way that would assist a 

person to read and engage with the article.  

In doing so, the hope is that this effort introduces an appreciation of the larger implications as 

how the Passionists, the Sisters of Charity from Convent Station, New Jersey, the Sisters of Saint 

Joseph from Baden, Pennsylvania and political and social actors of China crossed paths with 

each other. Spelling used in this bibliographic review were those used at the time when the Sign 

magazine published the articles  

Upon reading this bibliographic review, what did you find interesting about the Passionists and 

Catholic missionaries’ experiences and relationships in 1930s China?  
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Sara Wynne Abstract of July 1932 Sign Articles on China  

 Article One-about the missionaries: the missionaries become victims of the Red army 

and live far from their mission district of Hunan. A photo shows a smiling Chinese woman who 

is now a postulant for the Sisters of Charity. About the Chinese people: Communist forces and 

ally troops were brought close to the city. A photo shows a young Chinese man being welcomed 

into the church after being baptized by Father Gregory McEtterick. 1  Article Two- about the 

missionaries: The article shows a motherly attitude put into play by the missionaries. A photo in 

this article shows chaos and destruction of the Sisters’ compound, showing that sisters and 

missionaries suffer loss often. About the Chinese people: shows the love and devotion a young 

                                                      
1 Alfred Cagney, C.P.. “From Our Hankow Diary”, The Sign, Vol. II No. 12 (July 1932): 759-

761. 



Chinese orphan girl can have for Christ. The look described in the child’s eyes and her joyfulness 

in knowing God loves her shows her strength in faith. There is no image for this concept. 2  

Article Three- about the missionaries:  shows the struggle missionaries experience from 

banditry as a reoccurring problem that exists in China. A photograph in this article repeats the 

theme of destruction of the Sisters’ Convent.  About the Chinese people: the Chinese people 

struggle due to banditry as well. It also shows the blessing the Chinese people believe to receive 

of having a son in modern Chinese history. 3 Article Four about the missionaries: discusses the 

hardships of travels for missionaries. Rough terrain, banditry and bad weather often put the 

missionaries in tough situations. About the Chinese people: flood and famine swept through 

China showing that the Chinese people are in a period suffering. A photograph on page 766 of 

the article shows the terrain of China, affected by natural disasters, which pertains to both the 

missionaries and the Chinese people. 4 

                                                      
2 William Westhoven, C.P.. “Rita Brings A Soul”, The Sign, Vol. II No. 129 (July 1932): 761-
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3 Antoine De Groeve, C.P.. “A Bandit Victim As Patron”, The Sign, Vol. II No. 12 (July 1932):  
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